Press Release:
The Premiere Performance of a new Australian Opera: The Long Ride Home by Thomas Rimes

On July 25th  at 8pm in the Independent Theatre in North Sydney, a new Australian Opera, The Long Ride Home will be given a world-premiere performance. This performance will feature outstanding Australian opera singers and a chorus accompanied by a small chamber ensemble conducted by the composer. The performance will be stage directed by Patricia Herman.  

The Long Ride Home is a 95 minute-long opera based on an original story set in contemporary rural Australia. The opera tells the story of the Douglas family:

Frank Douglas (aged 58) lives on the farm with his daughter Rebecca (aged 29) and his grandson Robert (aged 10), Rebecca’s son. Frank’s eldest daughter, Catherine (aged 31), lives in New York City with her American husband, Taylor, a popular author. Frank’s wife, Kate, died eighteen months before the time of this story, and Frank has recently suffered a heart attack. Catherine saw her mother for the last time two years ago during a two week visit to New York City. She has not had any contact with her family for the past eighteen months. During the opera, Catherine makes a surprise visit back to her home town and the family is forced to confront their recent tragedies. Later, the family receives shocking news from New York City which places their family conflicts in a new perspective.

More information about the opera, including sound recordings of the music can be found on the composer’s website: www.tomrimes.com. 

In writing the opera, Thomas Rimes’ intention was to produce music and theatre which has a strong and direct emotional impact on audiences. The story, characters and music of the opera are all distinctly Australian, and the opera has been written with the intention to give a unique opportunity to outstanding Australian performers to showcase their talents. Having already presented the music of the opera in concert form in New York City in 2006, the composer wants to present the opera in Australia with Australian performers to fully realize the piece’s expressive potential.

Thomas Rimes is an Australian musician currently living in the United States, where he works as an Assistant Conductor and a Pianist/Coach at the Washington National Opera in Washington, DC. In the past year he has assisted on productions in Washington, DC and Monte Carlo, Monaco, working directly with conductors such as Plácido Domingo and Giovanni Reggioli, and has conducted a production of Le Nozze di Figaro in Ischia, Italy. Thomas is also the recent recipient of the prestigious Sir Georg Solti U.S. Foundation Award for a young conductor working in the field of opera. The Long Ride Home is his first full-length opera. Thomas wrote the story, libretto and music to the opera. 

After The Long Ride Home was given its first performance in concert form in New York City in 2006, Joseph Newsome wrote the following about the opera as part of his review:

Musically, Rimes has created a swirling, magically beautiful score that wears its modernity proudly but without sacrificing structure and tonal allure.  In fact, sadly few contemporary scores offer the melodic wealth of The Long Ride Home, in which the harvest of gorgeous tunes is bountiful indeed….What lingers in the memory at the end of this opera is the way in which its young composer tells a story in a way that is fresh and – very rarely among contemporary scores – dares to impress with its treasures of beautiful melody. 

To purchase tickets for the July 25th performance of “The Long Ride Home” at the Independent Theatre, either:
1. Call the Theatre's Box Office phone number between 9.am and 5.00pm Monday to Friday: 02 9955 6580, or: 
2. Purchase a ticket online on the theatre’s website: www.theindependent.org.au – click on the “Ticket Purchase” link. 
The Independent Theatre is located at:

269 Miller Street 
North Sydney 
Sydney NSW

More information about the theatre can be found at:

http://www.theindependent.org.au

